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Workshop Descriptions 
 

Who Cares? Injecting your Character with a Dose of Emotion 
The best characters are the ones that readers connect with on an emotional level. But abstract emotions 

aren't easy to capture into concrete words. In this workshop, Dana Meachen Rau will examine the 

many ways authors can weave together the external arc (plot) and internal arc (emotion) of story. We'll 

explore techniques to inject emotion to encourage empathy from readers. We'll also discuss ways to 

research and tap into our own emotions, so that we can empathize with the people populating our 

novels too. 

 

 

The Anatomy of a Giggle: Humor and Writing Funny 
Often times, people think they are funny or not funny. Molly B. Burnham doesn’t believe this. She 

believes that, like any other aspect of writing, being funny just takes practice. In this workshop, we 

will set judgments aside and instead explore our funny bones. We will discuss various forms of humor 

and key points to writing funny. Molly will offer exercises that encourage the playful and humorous 

side of our brains. Bring an open mind and your joyful self so you leave with a fresh approach to 

humor. 

 

 

Mad Cap Character Building 
Which of your characters would die first in a zombie apocalypse? Where would your character 

vacation after saving the world? These sound trivial, but knowing your characters will clarify your 

stakes, your setting, and your plot – all keys to unlocking a compelling story. In this workshop, using a 

fast pace and post-its, Annie (A. C.) Gaughen will help us unlock the things we already know about 

our characters AND help us brainstorm some new thoughts! 

 

 

Improv and Play for Writers 
First thoughts, best thoughts. So the saying goes, and improvisation is a great way to tap into those first 

creative instincts. This hour will include a short talk about improv and play as it applies to creativity in 

general and to writing in particular. After that, Chris Tebbetts will spend the rest of the hour helping 

us use pens (or keyboards) in hand-writing, improvising, and playing. Referenced works include 

Natalie Goldberg's Writing Down the Bones and Stephen Nachmanovitch's Freeplay.  

 

 

Quirky Revision Techniques: Using Creative Problem-Solving to Polish That Book 
Every book presents its own unique set of problems in drafting and revision. In this session, Erin 

Dionne will help us unpack a creative toolbox of unexpected revision tools so we can solve our novel's 

specific problems. We'll look at three categories of techniques: Visual, Linear, and Miscellaneous 

Kooky to broaden our ability to think outside the box and give our novel what it needs to achieve the 

next level of polish. Participants will leave with a list of options and a greater understanding of the 

revision process and techniques. 

 


