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Street magic performer. Hog-calling
champion. Award-winning ice sculptor.
These are all things Tara Lazar has never
been. Instead, she writes quirky, humorous
picture books where anything is possible,
such as NORMAL NORMAN, 7 ATE 9, and
BLOOP. Tara is represented by Ammi-Joan
Paquette of the Erin Murphy Literary
Agency. Her last name rhymes with
“bazaar”. She’s not Tara Laser-beam
(although that would be awesome).
John Parra is an award-winning illustrator,
fine artist, designer, author, and educator
best known for his art illustrated, Latino
themed, children’s picture books. For his
work he has received many awards and
accolades including: Three American
Library Association’s Pura Belpré Honors,
Two Golden Kite Awards from The Society
of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators,
and a Christopher’s Award. Parra’s original
artwork has also been showcased and
displayed in numerous gallery and museum
exhibitions throughout the United States
and abroad, with many paintings now
residing in private collections. He has taught
art at the Carnegie Art Museum in Oxnard,
CA, and regularly speaks as a visiting artist
at schools and literary conferences across
the country, advocating art and reading
education.

Special Guests
Words of Wisdom with Jane Yolen
Jane Yolen by the Numbers. She is 83 years young. Sold her first book on her 22nd birthday.
Her 400th book came out in March 2021 and she is well beyond that now. She was an editor for
2 different publishers—Knopf and Harcourt. She has 6 honorary doctorates for Body of Work.
The most mss. she sold in a single day was 9 this year. She has 3 children, 6 grandchildren,
and a 2nd husband whom she married 16 years after her first husband died. And yes, she still
gets rejections. In fact last week she got 5!

Creative Conversation with Rajani LaRocca and Heidi E.Y. Stemple
Rajani LaRocca was born in India, raised in Kentucky, and now lives in the Boston area, where
she practices medicine and writes award-winning books for young readers, including the
Newbery Honor winning middle grade novel in verse, Red, White, and Whole. She’s always
been an omnivorous reader, and now she is an omnivorous writer of fiction and nonfiction,
novels and picture books, prose and poetry. She finds inspiration in her family, her childhood,
the natural world, math, science, and just about everywhere she looks. Learn more about Rajani
and her books at www.RajaniLaRocca.com.

Heidi Stemple didn't want to be a writer when she grew up. In fact, after she graduated from
college, she became a probation officer in Florida. It wasn't until she was 28 years old that she
gave in and joined the family business, publishing her first short story in a book called Famous
Writers and Their Kids Write Spooky Stories. The famous writer was her mom, author Jane
Yolen. Since then, she has published more than thirty-five books and numerous short stories
and poems, mostly for children. Heidi lives and writes on a big old farm in Massachusetts that
she shares with one very large cat who lives inside, and a dozen deer, a family of bears, three
coyotes, two bobcats, a gray fox, tons of birds, and some very fat groundhogs who live outside.
Once a year she calls owls for the Audubon Christmas Bird Count.

Workshop and Program Faculty
AC Gaughen is the author of the Elementae series (Reign the Earth, Imprison the Sky) and the
Scarlet trilogy (Scarlet, Lady Thief, Lion Heart). Dedicated to creating opportunities for young
women to take on leadership, she works as a manager of Volunteer Engagement for Girl Scouts
of Eastern MA and serves as a board member for Boston GLOW, a non-profit she helped found
in 2010. She holds a Master of Letters in Creative Writing from the University of St Andrews
(Scotland) and a Masters in Education (Arts in Education) from the Harvard Graduate School of
Education.

Barbara McClintock is the author/illustrator of 47 picture books for children. Her books have
received five New York Times Best Illustrated Books awards, three ALA Notable Book Citations,
two Golden Kite Honor awards, a Horn Book/Boston Globe Honor award, Best Book Selections
in Time Magazine, Entertainment Weekly, The Wall Street Journal, Publisher’s Weekly, The New
York Public Library, and many other awards, citations, and recommended reading lists. Her
book Mary and the Mouse, The Mouse and Mary is a best-selling title in Japan, currently in it’s
42nd printing in Japanese. Her artwork has been exhibited and is in the collections of museums
and galleries around the world. She has lectured about her work nationally and internationally,
and is currently teaching a class about creating children’s books at Wesleyan University. She
served on the board of directors of the Eric Carle Museum, and chaired the Original Art Show at
the Society of Illustrators. Barbara lives in Windham, CT with the illustrator David Johnson, and
their four overly-helpful cats. For more information, please check out Barbara’s website at
barbaramcclintockbooks.com

Casey W. Robinson is a published picture book author, business school graduate, indie
bookstore events manager, and frequent right-and-left brain thinker. Her debut picture book Iver
& Ellsworth (Ripple Grove Press, 2018) was chosen as a New England SCBWI Crystal Kite
Finalist. Casey is an active member of SCBWI, and served as co-director of the NESCBWI
Spring Conference in 2019/2020/2021. She is also an alum of the New England Young Writers’
Conference at Bread Loaf and co-founder of its Kindred Spirit Scholars program, which aims to
help make the conference more inclusive and more representative of the diversity of New
England. Casey lives with her family just west of Boston in a yellow house overflowing with
books. You can learn more at www.caseywrobinson.com.

Christy Yaros is a certified book coach and story editor, working with serious writers who want
to create stories that engage, encourage, and empower young people. She happily spends her
days talking craft and coaxing stories out of her clients. Previous iterations of Christy have done
pretty much all the things in the educational publishing world, from proofreader to managing
editor to author. She’s written way too many lessons, reading comprehension passages, and
test questions… mostly math. Christy holds an MFA in Writing for Children from Simmons
University. She is one of the three Co-Assistant Regional Advisors for SCBWI New England and
co-hosts the Virtual Monday Mingles. You can usually find her behind the scenes doing tech.
Her superpower is invisibility. Christy and her family live in central CT, where her neighbors
elected her to a municipal board. Connect with Christy: @ChristyYaros and
KidLitBookCoach.com. She wrote this bio under duress.

Cindy L. Rodriguez is a veteran public school teacher and author of books for young readers.
Her latest titles are The Doomed Search for the Lost City of Z, a short nonfiction graphic novel
for middle grades, and Three Pockets Full: A story of love, family, and tradition, her debut
picture book. Before becoming a teacher in 2000, she was an award-winning journalist for The
Hartford Courant and The Boston Globe. She is also a founder of Latinxs in Kid Lit, which has
been celebrating children’s literature by/for/about Latinxs since 2013. She is a middle school
reading specialist in Connecticut, where she lives with her family.

Before his recent arrival at Kane Press, Harold Underdown worked as an independent editor
and publishing consultant, providing developmental edits and strategic consulting; and as an
in-house editor with McGraw-Hill Education, Charlesbridge, and Orchard Books. He enjoys
every part of the editing process, though he admits line-editing can be a chore. Harold also
enjoys teaching, and acts on that in various ways. He speaks and gives workshops through the
Highlights Foundation and SCBWI's national and regional conferences. He developed a
curriculum focusing on revision in partnership with Eileen Robinson. They offer online and
in-person tutorials, webinars, retreats, and workshops. He wrote The Complete Idiot's Guide to
Children's Book Publishing, now in its third edition. He founded and runs "The Purple Crayon," a
respected web site with information about the children's publishing world at
www.underdown.org.

Founder of the Writers’ Loft community, and developer of the Creatively WIN method for writers,
Heather Kelly wears many hats. She is a professional mentor, publisher, editor, author,
conference director, and Pokémon catcher. She strives to help all writers, big and small, tell their
stories. She thrives on collaboration, creativeness, and community. Heather lives in New
England with as many cats as her husband and three children allow.

Janae Marks is an author of middle grade novels. Her debut From the Desk of Zoe Washington
is an indie bestseller and was named a Best Book of the Year by Parents Magazine, Book Riot,
Kirkus Reviews, Booklist, Chicago Public Library and the Boston Globe. Her second novel is A
Soft Place to Land. She has an MFA in Writing for Children from The New School, and lives in
Connecticut with her husband, daughter and miniature schnauzer named Cookie. Visit Janae at
www.janaemarks.com.

Janet Lawler has published more than 30 fiction and nonfiction picture books and early
readers, most of them in rhyme. Her work has appeared in Scholastic Book Clubs and the
Children's Book of the Month Club and has been translated into several languages. She is a
two-time Connecticut Book Award finalist, winner of the Connecticut Press Club 1 st place Award
for Children’s Books–Fiction, and her work has received starred reviews. Her recent and
upcoming titles in rhyme include WALRUS SONG (Candlewick, 2021), OCEANS OF LOVE
(Viking, 2022), CELEBRATE! A Happy Book of Firsts (Feiwel & Friends, 2022), and THERE'S
NO PLACE LIKE HOPE (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2023). Janet is fascinated by the natural
world and finds humor and hope in everyday life. She loves how words make music, and she
marvels at the way illustrators add layers to her stories. Learn more at janetlawler.com.

Jason Hart has been working as a creative professional for many years in many industries
including: Editorial Cartoonist, Product Design/Illustration, Greeting Card
Design/Illustration/Writing, Apparel Illustration, and Book Design/Illustration for both adults and
children. Jason is happiest with a pencil or a stylus in his hand, and does all of his digital
painting in Adobe Illustrator.

Award-winning author Katie L. Carroll began writing after her 16-year-old sister, Kylene,
unexpectedly passed away. Since then writing has taken her to many wonderful places, both
real and imagined. She wrote her YA fantasy ELIXIR BOUND, winner of the 2019 Connecticut
Author Project for Best YA, and its sequel ELIXIR SAVED so Kylene could live on in the pages
of a book. Katie’s middle grade adventure PIRATE ISLAND was selected by the Milford Public
Library as the 2018 One City, One Story middle grade read, and she is also the author of the
picture book THE BEDTIME KNIGHT, illustrated by Erika Baird, and the forthcoming MOMMY’S
NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS, illustrated by Phoebe Cho. She teaches writing and publishing
workshops for children and adults and works as a freelance writer. Visit her website at
katielcarroll.com.

Kristine Asselin is the author of twenty works of children’s nonfiction as well as the YA novels
Any Way You Slice It and Falling for Wonder Boy and co-author of the middle grade novel The
Art of the Swap. She serves as one of the three Co-Regional Advisers for SCBWI New England.
She is a sucker for a good throwback 80's song, and can’t resist an invitation for Chinese food
or ice cream (but not at the same time). She lives in Central Massachusetts with her teen
daughter and husband, and spends part of everyday looking for a TARDIS to steal. You can find
Kris online at KristineAsselin.com.

Kristen Wixted writes picture books and middle grade novels, sometimes alone, sometimes
with other people. She co-wrote MISS RITA, MYSTERY READER with her nephew Sam
Donovan which launches May 3, 2022. She is an editor and publisher of The Writers’ Loft Press
and Pocket Moon Press. As director of Little Book Locker, she has overseen the donation of
thousands of children's books to kids in need all over Massachusetts, where she lives with her
family. Kristen is an experienced Mystery Reader who adores sparkly jewelry and prefers when
her immediate family members do not drop their phones in Boston Harbor.

Leah Henderson is the author of the middle grade novels The Magic in Changing Your Stars, a
2021 SCBWI Golden Kite Finalist and One Shadow on the Wall, a Bank Street Best book. Her
picture books include Daddy Speaks Love, A Day for Rememberin’, and Together We March, a
2022 SCBWI Golden Kite Finalist. Leah holds an MFA in Writing and is on faculty in Spalding
University's graduate writing program.

Liza Fleissig is a founder of Liza Royce Agency, a cross-platform company that provides
development, representation, and strategic career management for clients in all media. A former
partner in a NYC-based litigation law firm, Liza brings over 30 years of negotiating experience to
the table. Liza maintains an eclectic list ranging from picture books through adult, fiction and
non-fiction, and welcomes strong voices from all backgrounds. Last year, an LRA book was
showcased throughout the morning TV circuit from TODAY to GMA ( HAIR TWINS by Raakhee
Mirchandani/Little, Brown), and this year started off with one winning the Printz Honor
(STARFISH by Lisa Fipps/Paulsen Books). Some 2022 titles include picture book I LOVE YOU
BECAUSE I LOVE YOU by Mượn Thị Văn, illustrated by Jessica Love (Katherine Tegen Books),
middle grade ODD OCCURENCES by Andy Nance (Christy Ottaviano Books), and young adult
THE EDGE OF SUMMER by Erica George (Little, Brown).
Recent film projects include a Netflix deal to develop THE CIPHER as a feature starring Jennifer
Lopez, and another with Netflix to create its next major big action franchise based on the
BLACK SAMURAI series. Liza is an executive producer for both projects. Follow her
Twitter/Instagram @lizaroyceagency - Facebook: Liza Royce Agency

Matt Forrest Esenwine had spent a good part of his life writing poetry, much of which was
published in various national journals and anthologies like the Donald Hall tribute Except for
Love (Encircle, 2019). Then his debut picture book, Flashlight Night (Astra Young Readers,
2017), received a Kirkus starred review and was selected by the New York Public Library as one
of the Best Books for Kids 2017 – and he never slowed down! Matt now has nearly a dozen
books to his credit including Once Upon Another Time (Beaming Books, 2021), co-authored with
Charles “Father Goose” Ghigna, and I Am Today (POW! Kids Books, 2022). His children’s
poetry can be found in anthologies like The National Geographic Book of Nature Poetry
(National Geographic Children’s Books, 2015) and Construction People (Wordsong, 2020) as
well as “Highlights for Children” magazine. Connect with Matt: MattForrest.com.

In previous chapters Marcie Colleen has been a teacher, an actress, and a nanny, but now she
spends her days writing children’s books! She is the author of THE SUPER HAPPY PARTY
BEARS chapter book series, as well as picture books, LOVE, TRIANGLE, illustrated by Bob
Shea, PENGUINAUT!, illustrated by Emma Yarlett, and THE BEAR'S GARDEN, illustrated by
Alison Oliver. Her latest book, SURVIVOR TREE, illustrated by Caldecott Honor Winner Aaron
Becker was named an ALA 2022 Notable Book and celebrates the real-life story of a pear tree
which survived the September 11th attacks. In August 2021, Marcie joined Epic! Originals as
Senior Writer/Editor, creating comics and prose for their digital platform. Aside from writing, one
of Marcie’s greatest joys is teaching. She teaches classes on writing for children for The Writing
Barn and the University of California San Diego. Learn more about all she has going on at
www.thisismarciecolleen.com.

Meg Thacher is an astronomy instructor at Smith College, where she has also taught physics
and writing. As a lifelong lover of fiction, it took several NESCBWI conferences and many
authors, agents, and editors asking, “Why don’t you write about astronomy??” before she finally
settled into nonfiction. Meg is the author of 30 (mostly) nonfiction kids' magazine articles. Her
first book, SKY GAZING, received the 2022 AAAS/Subaru award for excellence in science
books (hands-on category). Her first two books-for-hire are coming out in fall, 2022. She lives in
western Massachusetts in a newly empty nest, where she knits, sings, swims, and attempts to
do yoga. She still writes fiction--but with a lot of astronomy in it!

Padma Venkatraman became an author after living in five countries, serving as diversity
director, head teacher and chief scientist on an oceanographic research vessel where she was
the only BIPOC female. Her five novels: Born Behind Bars, The Bridge Home, A Time To
Dance, Climbing the Stairs, and Island’s End, have won numerous awards (Walter Award,
Golden Kite, two South Asia Book Awards, two Paterson Prizes, two Nerdies etc.), received
over 20 starred reviews, been shortlisted on over 20 state award lists and multiple international
award lists (from Canada to Thailand), and been featured on on several best of the year lists
(e.g. ALA Notable, IBBY, JLG, IRA, Bank Street, NYPL and more). Dr. Venkatraman enjoys
speaking with young people as well as writing for them. She now lives in Rhode Island. Visit her
at www.padmavenkatraman.com, twitter (@padmatv) and ig/fb (@venkatraman.padma)

Rebecca J. Allen is the author of STEM superhero adventures Cole Champion Is Not Super &
Cole Champion Takes on the Villains, middle grade mysteries Showtime Sabotage & Math Test
Mischief (published under the pseudonym Verity Weaver), and nonfiction Earning an Income.
She lives in Connecticut with her family but will be moving to New Hampshire over the summer,
so is looking for writer-friends all over the region! You can find her at rebeccajallen.com, on
Twitter and Instagram as @RebeccaJ_Allen, or blogging at TheWingedPen.com.

Rebekah Lowell is an author/illustrator, and surface pattern designer with a passion for the
natural world. As a survivor of domestic abuse, she’s found the outdoors to be a peaceful
healing ground. Her debut novel in verse, THE ROAD TO AFTER, publishes with Nancy
Paulsen Books/Penguin Random House on May 10, 2022, and her debut picture book
CATCHING FLIGHT, publishes with Doubleday Books for Young Readers in spring 2023. When
not in her studio, you can find her outside—birding, gardening, nature journaling, rescuing birds
for Avian Haven, and raising butterflies – often with her daughters, who she homeschools.
Rebekah has a BFA in Illustration from the Rhode Island School of Design and an MFA in
Children’s Literature and Illustration from Hollins University. Her artwork has been featured on
the Maine Duck Stamp four times and she is also an art educator. She lives with her family in
her hometown of Biddeford, Maine. Learn more at www.rebekahlowell.com

Samantha Gentry is an Editor at Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, where she edits
picture books, middle grade and young adult, both fiction and nonfiction. She has a particular
interest in pop-culture tie-ins and platform-driven stories in nonfiction. She is always on the
lookout for voice-driven middle grade with unforgettable characters, a friendship story at its
core, interesting family dynamics, and a touch of magical realism. In picture books, she’d love to
see character-driven stories with a touch of humor and quirk, but she’s also a sucker for the
charming tales that feel like an instant classic. In YA, she is looking for stories and storytellers
from diverse backgrounds, contemporaries with a strong and distinctive narrative voice, and a
touch of romance is always welcome.

Sam Taylor is the author of the young adult fantasy novel We Are the Fire (Macmillan/Swoon
Reads). She’s worked as a proofreader, copywriter, and instructor of university writing courses
before creating her own books.When she’s not writing, Sam spends her time being mom to the
world’s cutest pair of brothers, whirling through dance workouts, baking too many cakes, and
knitting too many sweaters. Sam is represented by Allison Hellegers of Stimola Literary Studio.
Visit her at samtaylorwrites.com, find her on Instagram @jsamtaylorauthor, or follow her
onTwitter @jsamtaylor.

Sarah Albee is the New York Times bestselling author of nonfiction books for kids. Her next title
will be out October, 2022, and is called Troublemakers in Trousers: Women and What They
Wore to Get Things Done. Other popular titles include Fairy Tale Science; Accidental
Archaeologists; North America: A Foldout Graphic History ; Dog Days of History; Poison: Deadly
Deeds, Perilous Professions, and Murderous Medicines; Bugged: How Insects Changed
History; Poop Happened: A History of the World from the Bottom Up; and Alexander Hamilton: A
Plan for America. She lives in Connecticut with her family. Visit her at
www.sarahalbeebooks.com

Valerie Bolling's debut, LET’S DANCE! (illus. Maine Diaz, Boyds Mills & Kane), was published
in 2020 and won a 2021 SCBWI Crystal Kite Award. In 2022 Valerie is happy to welcome
TOGETHER WE RIDE (illus. Kaylani Juanita, Chronicle) and RIDE, ROLL, RUN: TIME FOR
FUN! (illus. Sabrena Khadija, Abrams). Sequels to these books as well as a Scholastic early
reader series (illus. Kai Robinson), are slated for 2023. Valerie has been an educator for almost
30 years, teaches classes at Westport Writers Workshop, and is a We Need Diverse Books
mentor. She is deeply immersed in the kidlit writing community, particularly involved with
SCBWI, the 12X12 Picture Book Challenge, and Black Creators HeadQuarters.
linktr.ee/ValerieBolling

