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Middle Grade & Young Adult Faculty:

● Kristin Allard, Norton Young Readers
● Regina Bernard Carreno, Martin Literary Management
● Christine Collins, Disney•Hyperion
● Nicole Fiorica, McElderry Books/Simon & Schuster
● Andrew Karre, Senior Executive Editor, Dutton Books

Picture Book/Dummies Faculty:

● Jennie Dunham, Dunham Literary, Inc.
● Samantha Gentry, Little, Brown Books for Young Readers
● Mona Kanin, Great Dog Literary
● Shulokhana Khan, Scholastic
● James McGowan, BookEnds Literary Agency
● Rick Richter, Aevitas Creative Management
● Alison S. Weiss, Pixel+Ink

Kristin Allard, Assistant Editor, Norton Young Readers
Kristin Allard is the Assistant Editor at Norton Young Readers, W. W.
Norton’s first-ever children’s imprint. She graduated magna cum laude
from Northeastern University and completed the Columbia Publishing
Course at Oxford University. She worked at Speckled Pen Publishing
Consultancy in London before returning to New York and working at Book
Revue, Long Island’s largest independent bookstore. She then joined and
helped launch Norton Young Readers, where she edits the imprint’s middle
grade and young adult lists and some picture book titles. In her spare time,
she attempts to chip away at the ever-growing list of books, TV shows, and
movies she has been meaning to get to.



Regina Bernard Carreno, Literary Agent and Manager, Martin
Literary Management
Regina joined Martin Literary Management in 2021. She holds a PhD in
Education from the Graduate and University Center at the City University
of New York, and graduate degrees in African American Studies from
Columbia University and Philosophy from the Graduate Center (CUNY).
She holds other degrees in Criminal Justice from John Jay College of
Criminal Justice (CUNY). Alongside writing and teaching, Regina facilitates
Reader Discussion Groups, Private Reading groups and has served as a
reader and sometimes editor for both literary and academic journals. She
has published widely in academia as well as in trade magazines. The work
she hopes to accomplish as a literary manager is to help writers, as well as
author-illustrators, think through their projects, see multiple opportunities
where perhaps they don't readily exist and help shape their work into
successful books. Ultimately, she looks forward to championing great
ideas.

Christine Collins, Assistant Editor, Disney•Hyperion
Christine Collins (she/her) is an assistant editor at Disney•Hyperion, where
she began working as an editorial assistant in 2019. Before coming to
Disney, Christine interned at Scholastic’s Arthur A. Levine Books imprint.
She studied political science and religious studies at Brown University.
Christine is passionate about working with creators of color to tell stories
about characters of color and showcase the full messiness of the human
experience. Her list includes The Undead Truth of Us by Britney S. Lewis,
Briarcliff Prep by Brianna Peppins, Drizzle, Dreams, and Lovestruck Things
by Maya Prasad, and A Drop of Venom by Sajni Patel.

Jennie Dunham, Agent, Dunham Literary, Inc.
Jennie Dunham (AALA and SCBWI member) founded Dunham Literary,
Inc. in 2000 after working at three literary agencies. Her clients have been
New York Times bestsellers and have won awards such as Boston Globe
Horn Book Honor, New York Times Best Illustrated Book of the Year, the
Charlotte Zolotow Award, International Reading Association Award, and
the Schneider Family Award. Her agency represents children's books for
all ages from novelty and picture book through middle grade and young
adult as well as literary fiction and non-fiction for adults.

Nicole Fiorica, Editor, McElderry Books/Simon & Schuster
Nicole Fiorica is an editor at Margaret K. McElderry Books, an imprint of
Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing. She works on everything from
young adult down to middle grade and picture books, in a wide range of



genres including both fiction and nonfiction. Nicole has the pleasure of
working with a number of talented, award-winning, and bestselling authors
and illustrators that include Cassandra Clare, Margaret Rogerson, Kit
Frick, Laura E. Weymouth, Jonathan Graziano, Dan Tavis, and many
others. She is always on the hunt for stories that push the limits of the
imagination and characters that come alive on the page, and for nonfiction
that teaches her something new. When she doesn’t have her nose in a
book, Nicole enjoys scrapbooking and watching too much reality TV.

Samantha Gentry, Editor, Little, Brown Books for Young Readers
Samantha Gentry is an Editor at Little, Brown Books for Young Readers,
where she edits picture books, middle grade and young adult, both fiction
and nonfiction. She has a particular interest in pop-culture tie-ins and
platform-driven stories in the nonfiction space such as Brains On!
presents…It’s Alive from the creators of the award-winning science
podcast for kids, Brains On! In middle grade, she’s drawn to voice-driven
stories with unforgettable characters, a friendship story at its core,
interesting family dynamics, a touch of magical realism, and anything that
will make her laugh (or cry!). Some of the books she’s edited include
Simon B. Rhymin’ by Dwayne Reed; Hope Springs by Jaime Berry; and
Pighearted by Alex Perry. In picture books, she’d love to see
character-driven stories with a touch of humor and quirk. But she’s also a
sucker for charming tales that feel like instant classics. Some of the books
she’s edited include Hair Twins by Raakhee Mirchandani, illustrated by
Holly Hatam; Bake Infinite Pie with X+Y by Eugenia Cheng, illustrated by
Amber Ren; and In the Blue by Erin Hourigan. She is also selectively
seeking young adult novels from authors with a platform, stories and
storytellers from diverse backgrounds, or edgy contemporaries with a
strong and distinctive narrative voice. She’s particularly proud to be the
editor of the Pura Belpré Honor Winner Somewhere Between Bitter and
Sweet by Laekan Zea Kemp.

Mona Kanin, Agent, Great Dog Literary
Mona Kanin went to Simmons (MSLS), has been a children's librarian
(Boston Public Library), a book shop manager (Cleveland Park Books),
and a writer and producer for film and television. She’s not sure why she
didn't become a lit agent earlier in her life; she’s finally found her true
vocation. Since she was little, she’s been drawn to literature, poetry, and
visual imagery. Though we all have to be aware of the marketplace, she is
drawn to craft and imagination more than what's purely commercial.

Andrew Karre, Senior Executive Editor, Dutton Books



Andrew Karre is senior executive editor at Dutton, an imprint of the
Penguin Young Readers Group, a division of Penguin Random House. He
has the privilege of working on a small list of fiction and nonfiction with
award winning and bestselling authors, including Candice Iloh, E. K.
Johnston, A.S. King, Malinda Lo, Joy McCullough, and Ibi Zoboi among
many others. He lives in St. Paul, MN.

Shulokhana Khan, Editorial Assistant, Scholastic
Shulokhana Khan works on picture books, board books, and graphic
novels at Scholastic. Prior to joining Scholastic, Shulokhana worked at
Books are Magic, where she moderated weekly author events in her
Events Coordinator role and gained valuable insight as a bookseller. She
has also worked at Bluestockings Cooperative as a bookbuyer, and
interned at literary agencies Writers House and Inkwell Management. She
is a graduate of the New School, where she received both her BA in
Literary Studies in 2019 and a Masters in Creative Publishing and Critical
Journalism in 2020.

James McGowan, Agent, BookEnds Literary Agency
James McGowan is a literary agent and author of the picture book Good
Night, Oppy! He represents a talented list of award-winning authors and
illustrators. James’ list focuses on illustrated projects for young readers
(board books, picture books, chapter books, and middle grade) as well as
adult nonfiction and mystery/suspense novels. To learn more about James,
his wishlist, or upcoming client books please visit the BookEnds website
(bookendsliterary.com) or his personal website (jmcgowanbooks.com).

Rick Richter, Senior Partner, Aevitas Creative Management
Rick Richter's publishing career spans some 30 years, starting with
packing books in the chilly warehouse of Picture Book Studio, a tiny (but
also lovely) children's publisher in Natick, MA. One of his proudest
accomplishments is being on the founding management team at
Candlewick Press in Boston, where he ultimately became the company's
president and CEO. From there he went to Simon & Schuster where he
was President/Publisher of their children's division for over a decade. Rick
is now a Senior Partner at Aevitas Creative Management where he
recently co-founded the company's Kids & Illustration division. Rick
recently represented (or co-represented) #1 NY Times bestseller MAX
EINSTEIN by James Patterson and Chris Grabenstein (on behalf of the
Albert Einstein Estate), I AM ENOUGH by Grace Beyers, and BECOMING
MUHAMMAD ALI (with James Patterson and Kwame Alexander on behalf
of the Ali Estate). In 2018 Richter served as a consultant to PBS on THE
GREAT AMERICAN READ.



Alison S. Weiss, Acquisitions Editor, Pixel+Ink
Alison S. Weiss has been in publishing for almost fifteen years. She is
currently acquisitions editor at Pixel+Ink (part of the Trustbridge Media
Group), a publisher focused exclusively on series publishing with
transmedia potential. Her series include THE CURIOUS LEAGUE OF
DETECTIVES AND THIEVES by Tom Phillips, PLOTTING THE STARS by
Michelle A. Barry, and the forthcoming THE RECESS GENIUS by Janet
Sumner Johnson, illustrated by Stacy Ebert, and CLARA POOLE by Taylor
Tyng. She’s run her own editorial consultancy, working with publishers
including Simon & Schuster, Audible, and Arctis, as well as private clients,
and was editorial director at Sky Pony Press, where her list included
William C. Morris Finalist Devils Within by S.F. Henson, the Project Droid
series by New York Times best-selling author Nancy Krulik and Amanda
Burwasser, illustrated by Mike Moran, the Timekeeper trilogy by Tara Sim,
and the Mahabharata-inspired Celestial Trilogy by Sangu Mandanna. In
2016 she was named a Publishers Weekly Star Watch Honoree. She’s
been trying to live up to the title ever since. You can follow her on Twitter
@alioop7 and learn more about Pixel+Ink at www.pixelandinkbooks.com.


