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Kandace Coston is the assistant editor at Lee & Low Books, an independent, multicultural children’s 
book publisher in New York City. She grew up in the Bronx, New York, where she spent weekends 
at the library reading stories and writing her own. After graduating from Barnard College, Columbia 
University, she won an internship grant from We Need Diverse Books and joined the Lee & Low 
team. Kandace enjoys working with new authors and illustrators and helping their projects grow into 
published picture books. In both fiction and nonfiction, Kandace loves strong, female protagonists as 
well as any story that can make her laugh. 

 

Tiff Liao is Senior Editor at Henry Holt Books for Young Readers. Some of her recent titles include 
the #1 New York Times-bestseller Children of Blood and Bone by Tomi Adeyemi and its bestselling 
sequel Children of Virtue and Vengeance, The Merciful Crow  by Margaret Owen, A Game of Fox & 
Squirrels by Jenn Reese, I Am Perfectly Designed by "Queer Eye" star Karamo Brown and Jason 
Brown, and the Peasprout Chen series by Nebula Award finalist Henry Lien. Prior to joining Holt, she 
was an editor at Penguin Young Readers. 
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Meg Medina  is a Newbery award-winning and New York Times best-selling author who writes 
picture books, as well as middle grade and young adult fiction. Her works have been called 
“heartbreaking,” “lyrical” and “must haves for every collection.” Her titles include Evelyn del Rey is 
Moving Away / Evelyn del Rey se muda, a 2020 Jumpstart Read for the Record Selection, and Merci 
Suárez Changes Gears, a 2019 John Newbery Medal winner, and 2019 Charlotte Huck Honor Book. 
When she’s not writing, Meg works on community projects that support girls, Latinx youth, and/or 
literacy. She serves on the National Board of Advisors for the Society of Children’s Book Writers and 
Illustrators, and is a faculty member of Hamline University’s Masters of Fine Arts in Children’s 
Literature. She lives with her family in Richmond, Virginia. 

 

Cornelius Minor  is a Brooklyn-based educator. He works with teachers, school leaders, and leaders 
of community-based organizations to support equitable literacy reform in cities (and sometimes 
villages) across the globe. His latest book, We Got This , explores how the work of creating more 
equitable school spaces is embedded in our everyday choices—specifically in the choice to really 
listen to kids. He has partnered with The Teachers College Reading and Writing Project, The New 
York City Department of Education, The International Literacy Association, and Lesley University’s 
Center for Reading Recovery and Literacy Collaborative. Most recently, along with his partner and 
wife, Kass Minor, he has established The Minor Collective, a community-based movement designed 
to foster sustainable change in schools. You can connect with him at Kass and Corn, or on Twitter at 
@MisterMinor.  

 

Traci Sorell is the award-winning poet and author of We Are Grateful: Otsaliheliga, which received a 
Sibert honor, a Boston Globe–Horn Book honor, an American Indian Youth Literature Award (AIYLA) 
honor, and an Orbis Pictus honor. She also wrote At the Mountain’s Base, an AIYLA honor book, 
and co-authored Indian No More, an AIYLA winner. Her 2021 books include: Classified: The Secret 
Career of Mary Golda Ross, Cherokee Aerospace Engineer (Millbrook, March 2) and We Are Still 
Here! Native American Truths Everyone Should Know (Charlesbridge, April 20). Traci is an enrolled 
citizen of the Cherokee Nation. www.tracisorell.com. 
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