
 

 

 
 

Agent/Editor Day 2020 
~ Faculty ~ 

 

 

Rosie Ahmed, Assistant Editor, Dial BFYR (Penguin YR), She/Her 

Rosie Ahmed is an assistant editor with Dial Books for Young Readers, a division of Penguin 

Young Readers. Rosie grew up in the Midwest, earning her MA in Creative Writing at the 

University of South Dakota. During her first one and a half years at Dial, she was also an 

editorial assistant with Kathy Dawson Books. Before Dial, she was an editorial intern at 

Bloomsbury Children’s and an agency intern at Charlotte Sheedy Literary. Rosie is interested 

in editing children’s books at the intersections of race, gender, sexuality, and ability, prioritizing BIPOC stories as 

much as possible. For picture books, she likes sparse, poetic text and cut paper illustrators. She enjoys middle grade 

books featuring kids who occupy adult roles in funny, tender ways, and laugh-out-loud situational humor. Young 

adult books with that same humor plus steamy romance and/or twisty thrills are right up her alley. Graphic novels 

(all ages) with looser, more realistic-looking art styles are in her wheelhouse, as well as nonfiction (all ages) at the 

crossroads of pop culture and slice-of-life. Rosie identifies as a queer, half-white, second generation Bangladeshi 

American and mental health “spoonie,” and has close personal experience with depression, anxiety, and autism. 

Rosie’s nonhuman best friends are two senior-aged Pomeranians she rescued six years ago; she is always covered 

in dog hair. 

 

Open to: Picture Books, Middle Grade, Young Adult, Graphic Novels (any age), Narrative Nonfiction (any age) 

Picture books:  

- Spare, poetic, and poignant 

 - Explores meaning of life and shared traditions  

-  Vibrantly illustrated, light-hearted, and/or slightly magical slice of life stories  

- Cut paper illustrators  

Middle Grade 

- Kids occupying adult roles in funny, tender ways  

- Historical fiction that feels so relevant today  

- Fast-paced friendship books (any genre) with deep character development  

- Quirky or flipped parent-child relationships Young Adult 

- Push-and-pull romance, hijinks, twists  
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- Witty, laugh-out-loud, subverts genre  

- Twisty mysteries, thrillers - Breakthrough voices in rural settings  

Graphic Novels 

- Looser, minimalist and/or natural art style, realistic body language and movement  

-Unusual/underrepresented upbringings  

- If Calvin and Hobbes were a graphic novel today o i.e. Ride-or-die friendship and witty, subversive  

Nonfiction 

- My Favorite Murder in kidlit form: pop-culture and/or personal spin on unbelievable true-life stories  

- Unique framing of timely or underrepresented changemakers  

 

Emily Feinberg, Editor, Roaring Brook Press, She/Her 

After earning her Master's degree in children's literature from Simmons University, Emily 

joined the editorial team at Roaring Brook Press, where she has been for nine years. Books 

she's edited include: Caldecott Honor winner Big Cat, Little Cat by Elisha Cooper; Lily 

Williams' If Sharks Disappeared Series and graphic novel Go With the Flow; and Karen 

Blumenthal's Jane Against the World: Roe V. Wade and the Fight for Reproductive Rights. 

Emily is interested in picture books that surprise her, nonfiction that teaches her something, and creators that 

want to change the world. She is not an editor of fantasy. 

 I’m interested in older nonfiction; picture books with a point of view; humor for all ages. 

 

Nikki Garcia, Editor, Little Brown for Young Readers, She/Her 

Nikki Garcia is an editor at Little, Brown Books for Young Readers where she works on 

everything from picture books through YA. Born and raised in New York City, Nikki 

graduated from St. John's University and Harvard University, and thankfully didn't have to 

travel very far to make her dreams come true. 

    For picture books, I love humor, but clever humor. I’m not really into gross humor. I also 

love sweet picture books that make you say aww at the end, and pack an emotional punch. I love sibling and 

friendship books, and books that take a timeless theme and turn it upside down. 

 

 

Jess Harold, Editorial Assistant, Scholastic, She/Her 

After two years as a marketing assistant, I found the opportunity to work in editorial, supporting 

editors' expansive lists of picture books and novels for all ages. I’m happiest in 78 degree weather 

near the people, plants, and animals that I love. And thanks to my degree in French, I can read in 

two languages!  
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  I love picture books that affirm a child’s curiosity and unique ways of navigating the world, and my favorite 

novels are the ones that remind me that there is still magic in the world and within each of us. I am always eager for 

Own Voices stories that pay respect to the marginalized identities in the world. 

I am looking for picture books, graphic novels, and middle grade novels (in the 50-80k word count range) that 

center human characters (no animal or anthropomorphized objects) by Own Voices authors! 

PB: 

Exploration of gender (kids breaking the binary, especially if they are POC. Whimsical stories where children can 

explore their own joy and silliness. Fairy tale retellings. Fantasy interwoven into a contemporary world. 

MG: 

Character-driven plot. Magical realism. Fantasy interwoven into a contemporary world. Friendships treated with the 

same importance as a romantic relationship. LGBTQ stories beyond "coming out." 

Kids with different ability levels whose stories are not defined by it 

Black and/or Indigenous-centered stories that are centered on joy, not trauma. 

 

 

Carol Hinz, Editorial Director, Lerner Publishing Group, She/Her 

Carol Hinz is Editorial Director of Millbrook Press and Carolrhoda Books, divisions of Lerner 

Publishing Group in Minneapolis, Minnesota. She acquires and edits picture books as well as 

photo-driven nonfiction, publishing about thirty titles a year. Books she’s edited include A Map 

into the World by Kao Kalia Yang, illustrated by Seo Kim; Can I Touch Your Hair? Poems of 

Race, Mistakes, and Friendship by Irene Latham and Charles Waters, illustrated by Sean Qualls and Selina Alko; 

One Plastic Bag: Isatou Ceesay and the Recycling Women of the Gambia by Miranda Paul, illustrated by Elizabeth 

Zunon; and Sachiko: A Nagasaki Bomb Survivor’s Story by Caren Stelson. Find her on Twitter: @CarolCHinz. 

 

I’m interested in thoughtful fiction and poetry that prompt children to see the world in new ways, such as A Map 

into the World by Kao Kalia Yang and Can I Touch Your Hair? by Irene Latham and Charles Waters. 

-Standout nonfiction picture books with a strong voice, such as Let 'Er Buck by Vaunda Micheaux Nelson and 

Dazzle Ships by Chris Barton.  

-Curricular topics presented in playful or unusual ways, such as Water Can Be . . . by Laura Purdie Salas or Flower 

Talk by Sara Levine 

-Quirky humor along the lines of I Got a Chicken for My Birthday by Laura Gehl and A Is for Another Rabbit by 

Hannah Batsel 



4 ~ S C B W I - N E  

 

 

Megan Ilnitzki, Editor, HarperCollins Children’s, She/Her 

Megan Ilnitzki has been with Harper since 2017. She edits picture books through young adult 

titles, with a focus on middle grade. Her list includes books by Caroline Carlson, Alysa 

Wishingrad, M.O. Yuksel, Jason June, Jeanne Walker Harvey, Jacquetta Nammar Feldman, 

Breanna Carzoo, Samantha Berger, and more. She also works on the classic programs for 

Maurice Sendak, Shel Silverstein, C.S. Lewis's The Chronicles of Narnia, and Eric Carle, and is 

part of the team for Soman Chainani's New York Times bestselling The School for Good and Evil series. She is 

looking for character-driven picture books with breakout potential, commercial middle grade fantasy, and voice-

driven contemporary middle grade and teen fiction. Across all age levels, she is particularly drawn to joyful, 

inclusive stories.   

 Find more about my  interests:  https://www.manuscriptwishlist.com/mswl-post/megan-ilnitzki/  

 

Sarah Ketchersid, Senior Executive Editor, Candelwick Press, She/Her 

I’m lucky enough to have been an editor at Candlewick Press since 2001. Before that, I worked at 

Dutton Children’s Books. Some of the books I’ve edited recently include the Princess in Black 

series by Shannon and Dean Hale, illustrated by LeUyen Pham; The Infamous Ratsos series by 

Kara LaReau, illustrated by Matt Myers; Chick and Brain by Cece Bell; Rise of ZomBert by Kara 

LaReau, Hello, I’m Here by Helen Frost and Rick Lieder, and Kaia and the Bees by Maribeth 

Boelts, illustrated by Angela Dominguez. When I’m not working, I’m usually baking or running. 

 I acquire books for all ages and genres, but I am especially interested in funny, warm, friendly, 

child-centered picture books and early chapter books. 

 

Rachel Orr, Agent, Prospect Agency, She/Her 

Rachel Orr is celebrating her thirteenth year at Prospect Agency, where she represents both 

authors and illustrators in projects ranging from picture books through YA. She previously 

worked for eight rewarding years at HarperCollins Children’s Books and uses those editorial 

skills to help prepare her clients’ work for submission. Her clients include Sudipta Bardhan-

Quallen (CHICKS RULE/Abrams), Mike Ciccotello (TWINS/FSG), Cori Doerrfeld (THE 

RABBIT LISTENED/Dial), Jennifer Harney (SWIM SWIM SINK/Little, Brown), Leeza Hernandez (MIA 

MAYHEM/S&S) and Keith and Larissa Marantz (CLYDE THE HIPPO/Penguin Workshop). Rachel lives in 

Hoboken, New Jersey, with her husband and two children. She enjoys dancing, running and watching her new 

favorite TV show, "Outlander". 

 While I'm being especially selective these days about any new clients I take on, I'm especially interested in 

picture books from author-illustrators, humorous picture-book manuscripts, and realistic/contemporary middle-

grade novels. 
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Christina Pulles, Executive Editor, Albert Whitman & Co, She/Her 

Christina Pulles joined Albert Whitman & Company in December 2018, and before that worked 

at Sterling Children's Books and Simon & Schuster’s Simon Spotlight imprint. She's edited 

Queen of Physics by Teresa Robeson and Rebecca Huang, A Song for Gwendolyn Brooks by 

Alice Faye Duncan and Xia Gordon, When Grandma Gives You a Lemon Tree by Jamie L.B. 

Deenihan and Lorraine Rocha, Howard Wallace, P.I. and its sequels by Casey Lyall, and 

Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus and its sequel by Dusti Bowling. 

 

Albert Whitman's primary market is the school and library market, so all of our books help kids learn more about 

their world in some way, whether that's a nonfiction topic presented in a new light, or a story that relates to 

something a kid might be going through. I'm interested in books from creators of color and Indigenous creators, 

including stories that aren't focused specifically on race or marginalization. We are looking for books from Jewish 

creators that tell Jewish stories or stories with themes of helping others and respecting nature. We have a small 

middle grade list, but I would love to find more middle grade stories that tackle real-life issues with humor and 

heart. A friendship at the heart of a story is a good way to win me over. 

 

Alyssa Mito Pusey, Executive Editor, Charlesbridge, She/Her 

Alyssa Mito Pusey is an executive editor at Charlesbridge. As a nonfiction specialist, she firmly 

believes there is nothing as astonishing as real life. Almost any topic can hook her—as long as 

it’s approached from an unexpected angle. In addition to nonfiction, she edits the occasional 

fiction title with memorable characters and strong school-and-library hooks. In both nonfiction 

and fiction, she looks for diversity, innovation, clarity, and voice. Humor is a plus! Alyssa’s 

titles include Mario and the Hole in the Sky by Elizabeth Rusch, Samurai Rising by Pamela S. Turner, A Black 

Hole is NOT a Hole by Carolyn Cinami DeCristofano, the Baby Loves Science series by Ruth Spiro, and the 

Storytelling Math series with Grace Lin. 

 I'm looking for innovative nonfiction picture books and middle-grade books that bring something new to 

the table. I'm especially interested in work by BIPOC and other underrepresented authors. 

 

 

Julia Sooy, Editor, Macmillan Children’s Publishing Group, She/Her 

Julia Sooy is an Editor at Godwin Books/ Henry Holt BYR, an imprint of the Macmillan 

Children’s Publishing Group. She works primarily on picture books and narrative nonfiction. 

She's drawn to adventures of the fantastical or  real-life variety, funny STEM, and exciting 

nonfiction. Authors she works with include Stacy McAnulty (Ocean! Waves for All), Rebecca 

Donnelly (Cats Are a Liquid), Christine Virnig (Dung for Dinner), Hannah Barnaby (Monster 
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and Boy), and George Brewington (The Monster Catchers). Julia is also the author of a picture book, Our World Is 

Relative, illustrated by Molly Walsh. 

 I prefer funny STEM, feminist  biographies, and exciting nonfiction. 

 

Saba Sulaiman, Agent, Talcott Notch Literary, She/Her 

Saba Sulaiman is an agent at Talcott Notch Literary Services, a boutique agency located in 

Milford, CT. She holds a BA from Wellesley College and an MA from the University of Chicago, 

where she studied modern Persian literature. On the children’s side, she is building her Picture 

Book, Middle Grade, Young Adult lists, and is particularly (although not exclusively) interested in 

contemporary realistic stories. Being an immigrant who is constantly negotiating her own identity 

and sense of belonging in a place she now calls “home,” she is committed to highlighting more diverse voices with 

compelling stories to tell; stories that demonstrate the true range of perspectives that exist in this world, and address 

urgent and often underexplored issues in both fiction and non-fiction with veracity and heart. Follow her on Twitter 

@agentsaba  and learn more about her at sabasulaiman.com .  

 Unapologetically joyful narratives centering intersectionally marginalized characters, underrepresented 

Queer perspectives, wildly original, character-forward PB ideas, humor and whimsy, particularly the unexpected 

kind, and South Asians behaving badly. 

 

Hannah VanVels, Agent, Belcastro Agency, She/Her 

Hannah VanVels is literary agent with Belcastro Agency. Her life is consumed by all things 

books, and when she’s not working on books, she can usually be found curled up with a cup of 

coffee or a glass of wine. 

 

She earned her BA at the University of Michigan and holds MA degrees from Tel Aviv 

University and the University of Chicago. Hannah has worked various bookish jobs including a stint as a bookseller 

at Barnes & Noble, a freelance editor for scholarly and academic essays and journals, and most recently as the 

acquiring editor at a young adult imprint with HarperCollins Publishing. 

 Hannah represents children’s literature and select adult genres. Whether working on fiction or nonfiction, 

it’s always Hannah’s goal to preserve the author’s vision and voice and take their writing to the next level. 

 Hannah lives in West Michigan with her partner, two German Shepherds, and two cats. 

Picture Books:  

-Funny and quirky books! I'm a sucker for puns and clever rhymes. Kids want to laugh, and I do too!  

-Family. Cultural and family traditions and how they shape us. Celebrations of the messiness and complexity of 

family 

-Creative books that pique curiosity and imagination. Think Ish or The Book with No Pictures 

-Author/illustrations 
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Charlotte Wenger, Agent, Prospect Agency, She/Her 

Charlotte Wenger is a literary agent in the Boston area with Prospect Agency. Prior to joining 

Prospect, she was an associate editor at Page Street Kids. She has her Master of Arts in 

Children’s Literature from Simmons College (now University) and serves on the national 

advisory board of the Mazza Museum, the world’s largest collection of original artwork by 

children’s book illustrators. Charlotte is drawn to children's literature and art for all ages—

board books through YA, but especially picture books. You can find her on Twitter at @WilbursBF_Char. 

 Find more about my interests: https://www.manuscriptwishlist.com/mswl-post/charlotte-wenger/ 


