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Kristy Acevedo 
Kristy (Volunteer Co-Coordinator) is the YA author of the Holo Series and a high school 
English teacher. Her debut novel, Consider, won the 2015 PEN New England Susan P. Bloom 
Children’s Book Discovery Award and was a 2017 finalist for the Philip K. Dick Award in 
science fiction. She has her M.A.T. in English and lives in Massachusetts with her husband, 
two daughters, and two cats. Visit her at kristyacevedo.com. 
 
Kristine Asselin 
Kristine (Conference Committee Advisor) is the Central New England Regional Advisor. 
Kris writes MG fantasy and contemporary YA and nonfiction for the elementary school 
library market. In 2020, Kristine celebrates the publication of her twenty-first book with 
the nonfiction History Uncovered: The USA. She grew up on a small, family-owned golf 
course in Central Massachusetts, which was the inspiration for her most recent YA 
novel, Falling for Wonder Boy. She is also the author of the YA novel Any Way You Slice 
It and co-author of the MG novel The Art of the Swap. Her alter-ego is The Query Godmother 
and she loves critiquing queries and helping people with submission packages. She lives on 
the outskirts of Boston with her teen daughter and husband, and is represented by 
Kathleen Rushall of the Andrea Brown Literary Agency. 
 
Shawn Anderson 
Shawn (New Attendees Co-Coordinator) is the Co-Regional Advisor based in Northern New 
England, serving Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont. He joined the Regional Team back 
in 2018 as an Assistant Regional Advisor. You can reach him at northernnera@nescbwi.org. 
He is a father of four and writes YA fiction, MG stories, and PB. Shawn lives in Barnet, 
Vermont and works just across the Connecticut River in New Hampshire as a copywriter 
and branding specialist for a website/catalog company (think, Elaine Benes from Seinfeld). 
Shawn holds an undergraduate degree from the University of Vermont and a master’s 
degree in Integrated Communications from Emerson College in Boston. Shawn is also a 
member of the 12x12 Picture-Book Challenge and holds an executive position with the 
League of Vermont Writers. He loves to tweet about his writing process and progress, and 
writes early in the morning as part of the #5amwritersclub. You follow him at 
@ShawnTWrites on Twitter.  
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Jessica (PAL supervisor) is a clinical psychologist by day and writer all the time; she is the 
author of YA thrillers Ten After Closing and Broken Chords.A life-long lover of scary tales, she 
also loves to eat, cook, and exercise—in that order—and is a firm believer that coffee makes the 
world a better place. Jessica is represented by Dr. Uwe Stender, Triada US Literary Agency. Her 
short fiction has been published in several anthologies and literary magazines. She serves as a 
Senior Editor for Allegory Magazine, the NESCBWI Southern Area PAL Coordinator, and blogs 
about writer wellness and motivation on JessicaBaylissWrites.com/blog. 
 
Jeanette Bradley 
Jeanette (Illustration Challenge/Portfolio Showcase Co-Coordinator) is the Southern 
Illustrator Coordinator for New England. Jeanette wrote and illustrated Love, Mama 
(Roaring Brook), and illustrated When the Babies Came to Stay (Viking). She also 
co-edited and illustrated the forthcoming anthology Taking the Mic: Fourteen Young 
Americans Making History (Charlesbridge, Sept 2020). Jeanette lives in Rhode Island with 
her wife, two kids, and aristocratic cat.  
 
Kirsti Call 
Kirsti (Hotel and Travel Coordinator) loves putting words together. She co-runs Reading 
for Research month, has judged for the Cybil's award since 2014, and her second 
PB, Mootilda's Bad Mood (Little Bee) comes out this fall. Cow Says Meow (HMH) and Cold 
Turkey (Little Brown) release in 2021! 
 
Christina Uss 
Christina (Conference Co-Registrar) made wonderful friends at every NESCBWI conference 
she attended, and thus volunteered to help with registration to have an excuse to talk to as 
many new people as possible. Her first MG novel, The Adventures of a Girl Called Bicycle 
came out in 2018, and her second, The Colossus of Roads, debuts soon on May 5th. When you 
register, please find her to say hello and make her happy by asking her questions about the 
conference and her favorite local places to eat. 
 
Russ Cox 
Russ (Illustration Challenge/Portfolio Showcase Co-Coordinator) is New England’s 
Northern Illustrator Coordinator. Russ was raised by a pack of crazed hillbillies in the 
backwoods of Tennessee. Without much in the way of modern conveniences, like a 
television set or running water, he spent his time drawing, whittling, and throwing dirt 
clods at his cousins. With the bulk of his life spent in Pennsylvania, he met his wife; became 
a graphic designer; played in punk, alternative, and surf bands; had two kids; and started 
his own illustration studio, Smiling Otis Studio. Russ creates his art the old school way 
using paper, pencil, gouache, and watercolor. Using traditional tools gives Russ an 
opportunity to explore and experiment. He also works digitally if deadlines are tight. Russ 
lives in Maine with his wife and four cats. 
 
Alexandra Donahue 
Lexi (Conference Co-Registrar) writes PB and MG fiction with her cockatiel, Freya, perched 
on her head. She loves all things creative and crafty. When she isn't writing she can be 
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found teaching fourth grade, taking care of warm- and cold-blooded critters, or playing 
music. She lives north of Boston with her daughter, husband, and loads of pets! 
 
Joannie Duris 
Joannie (Door Prize Coordinator) is always looking for new and fun ways to surprise 
people with a prize. A Nordic (cross-country) ski patroller and retired psychiatric nurse, 
she lives in central Massachusetts with her husband and spoiled cats, where she 
occasionally chases black bears away from her birdfeeders. Her first book, B is for 
Berkshires, was released from Islandport Press in 2015. She enjoys writing funny PB and 
early chapter books with quirky, often anthropomorphic characters. Find out more 
at JoanDuris.com. 
 
Matt Forrest Esenwine 
Matt (Open Mic Coordinator) is the author of 9 children's books including Flashlight Night 
(Boyd’s Mills & Kane, 2017); Once Upon Another Time (Beaming Books, 2020) (w/Charles 
Ghigna); and Don’t Ask a Dinosaur (POW! Kids Books, 2018) (w/Deborah Bruss). 
Meanwhile, his children’s poetry can be found in numerous anthologies like Construction 
People (Wordsong, 2020), Friends & Anemones: Ocean Poems for Children (The Writer's Loft, 
2020), and Highlights magazine. 
 
Mark Freeman 
Mark (A/V Co-Coordinator) writes YA contemporary fiction. He has an MFA in Fiction from 
the Mountainview MFA program. He lives and writes in Northern Vermont with his wife, 
two daughters, three cats, and puppy.  
 
Adeline Hooper 
Adeline (Book Signing Coordinator) has been on the editorial staff or worked as a 
freelancer at FamilyFun, Popular Science, Ms., New Woman, and Psychology Today, and for 
the book publishers HarperCollins, W.W. Norton, Rawson Wade, and Alfred A. Knopf. She’s 
given out candy samples at a department store and was an assistant to wheeler-dealers in 
Hollywood (at New World Television, now Lionsgate) before taking up writing her own 
books, mostly for MG readers. 
 
Susan Garrett 
Susan (Bookstore Coordinator) has been writing stories and (bad) poetry since she learned 
how to hold her pen, but recently turned to composing MG and YA fiction. As a child and 
teen, when she wasn't hunkered down in the local library, she could usually be found up a 
tree, reading. She loves serving as a liaison between the conference and the 
bookstore—nothing better than handling all those wonderful books! 
 
Colleen Getty 
Colleen (Critiques Co-Coordinator) is Founder and Director of The Room to Write, a 
nonprofit that connects and supports writers of all ages, abilities and means north of 
Boston. After teaching 8th grade ELA she started her family while selling books part-time 
for a decade with Barnes & Noble. Her true love is poetry, but a contemporary YA novel and 
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mysterious MG novel have swept her off her feet recently. She is a member of SCBWI, Mass 
State Poetry Society, Wakefield Cultural Council and the Board of Directors for WCAT. 
Colleen lives north of Boston with her husband and their four young children. 
 
Rajani LaRocca 
Rajani (Peer Critiques Co-Coordinator) is the Critique Group Coordinator for Central New 
England. Rajani was born in India, raised in Kentucky, and now lives in the Boston area 
with her wonderful family and impossibly cute dog. She enjoys writing novels and PBs, 
practicing medicine, and baking too many sweet treats. Her MG debut, Midsummer’s 
Mayhem (Yellow Jacket/Little Bee Books), an Indian-American mashup of A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream and competitive baking, was selected a 2019 Kirkus Best MG Book. Her 
debut picture book, Seven Golden Rings (Lee & Low, 2020) is set in ancient India and 
introduces the basics of binary numbers. Learn more about her 
at www.RajaniLaRocca.com and on Twitter and Instagram @rajanilarocca. 
 
Stacy Mozer 
Stacy Barnett Mozer (New Attendees Co-Coordinator) is the Southern New England 
Regional Advisor.; she is also a middle grade author, a book blogger, and an elementary 
school teacher. Stacy started writing novels when one of her third grade classes told her 
there was no way a real author who wrote real books could possibly revise as much as she 
asked them to revise. You can find her online at @SMozer on Twitter and stacymozer.com. 
 
Gina Neuman 
(Conference Co-Registrar) 
TBD 
 
Shirley Pearson 
Shirley (Conference Co-Registrar) has been a NESCBWI member and conference volunteer 
since 1998, and has registered enthusiasts for this conference since the prehistoric days of 
mail-in registrations. 2020 is her last year as Conference Registrar, but she will continue in 
her role as NESCBWI Webmistress. 
 
Milanka Reardon 
Milanka (Illustration Challenge/Portfolio Showcase Co-Coordinator) is Central New 
England’s Illustrator Coordinator. She has loved to draw ever since she immigrated from 
Yugoslavia to the U.S. and would draw pictures on the chalkboard with her first grade 
teacher in order to communicate with her. She has illustrated three PB, Who Will, Will You? 
(Blue Whale Press, 2019), Noodles and Albie’s Birthday Surprise, which won a Mom’s Choice 
Gold award in 2018, and the forthcoming Old Man and his Penguin: How Joao Pereira de 
Souza Became an Honorary Penguin (Blue Whale Press, 2020). Milanka lives with her family 
in Uxbridge, Massachusetts. www.MilankaReardon.com  
 
Casey W. Robinson 
Casey (Conference Co-Director) is the author of the PB Iver & Ellsworth (Ripple Grove 
Press). She is an alum of the New England Young Writers’ Conference at Bread Loaf, and 

http://www.rajanilarocca.com/
https://twitter.com/rajanilarocca?lang=en
https://twitter.com/SMozer
http://www.stacymozer.com/
http://www.milankareardon.com/


co-founder of the program’s Kindred Spirit Scholarship program, which aims to help make 
the conference more inclusive and more representative of the diversity of New England. 
Casey lives with her family just west of Boston in a yellow house overflowing with books. 
She is represented by Rick Margolis of Rising Bear Literary Agency. You can learn more 
at www.CaseyWRobinson.com. 
 
Cindy L. Rodriguez 
Cindy (Peer Critiques Co-Coordinator) is the Critique Group Coordinator for Southern New 
England. Cindy is the author of the YA novel When Reason Breaks, (Bloomsbury 2015) and 
the essay “I’m a Survivor” from the anthology Life Inside My Mind: 31 Authors Share Their 
Personal Struggles (Simon Pulse 2018). Before becoming a teacher in 2000, she was an 
award-winning reporter for The Hartford Courant and researcher for The Boston Globe’s 
Spotlight Team. Cindy is also a founder of and blogger at Latinxs in Kid Lit, which has been 
celebrating children’s literature by/for/about Latinxs since 2013. She has presented at 
numerous local, state, and national literary festivals and conferences about reading, 
teaching, and children’s literature. She is currently a full-time middle school reading 
specialist in Connecticut, where she lives with her family. 
 
Sarah Lynne Ruel 
Sarah Lynne (Critiques Co-Coordinator) is an illustrator, writer and award-winning 
animator who likes science, tiny things and drawing on photos. After some years in science 
museum education, she was lured back to school by the magic of making drawings come to 
life. Armed with an MFA in 2D animation, Sarah Lynne now strives to pack the energy of 
animation into each illustration. She is the author/illustrator of PB NERP!, The Breaking 
News, Allie All Along, as well as the board books Pet the Pets and Farm the Farm. School 
visits and more at www.reuler.com.  
 
Kat Seelig 
Kat (A/V Co-Coordinator) is a television producer who writes YA Fiction. When she’s not 
writing, Kat organizes for the Connecticut North region as a Municipal Liaison for 
NaNoWriMo and mentors New England’s only all-girl First Robotics Competition team 
 
Juliana Spink Mills 
Juliana (Conference Co-Director) was born in England but grew up in Brazil. In 2013 she 
moved to Connecticut and now lives near Hartford with her husband, two teenagers, and 
dog. A fan of speculative fiction, she is the author of Heart Blade and Night Blade, the first 
two books in the YA Blade Hunt Chronicles fantasy series. Her sci fi and fantasy short stories 
have appeared in anthologies and online publications. Besides writing, Juliana works as a 
Portuguese/English translator and a teen library assistant. She has been a member of the 
NESCBWI since arriving in the USA. You can find her online at jspinkmills.com. 

Vesper Stamper 
Vesper (Conference Artwork) was born in Germany and raised in New York City, and has 
been an illustrator for over 20 years. She has a BFA in Illustration from Parsons and an 
MFA in Illustration as Visual Essay from the School of Visual Arts. Her debut illustrated YA 

http://www.caseywrobinson.com/
http://www.caseywrobinson.com/
https://latinosinkidlit.com/
http://www.reuler.com/
https://jspinkmills.com/


novel, What the Night Sings (Knopf), was a National Book Award Nominee, a Morris Award 
Finalist, Golden Kite Honor Book and Sydney Taylor Book Award Winner, and was named a 
Best YA Book of 2018 by the Wall Street Journal and Kirkus. She lives with her husband, 
filmmaker Ben Stamper, and her two children, in the Northeast. 
 
Lisa Stringfellow 
Lisa (Slide Show Coordinator) writes MG fiction and has a not-so-secret fondness for 
fantasy with a dark twist. Her work often reflects her West Indian and Black southern 
heritage. She received the inaugural KWELI Color of Children’s Literature Manuscript 
Award in 2019 for her MG contemporary fantasy Dark Tide. Her happy place is her 
classroom of fifth and sixth graders, where she champions the rights of all children to see 
themselves in books. She maintains a strong online presence as a literacy advocate. Find 
her on Twitter @EngageReaders. 
 
Nancy Tandon 
Nancy (Volunteer Co-Coordinator) writes PB and MG contemporary fiction. A former 
Tassy-Walden Award and Ruth Landers Glass Scholarship winner, she is pleased to have 
the opportunity to support the NESCBWI writing community. Her debut MG novel, Say My 
Name (Charlesbridge, fall 2021) grew from her experiences as a Speech-Language 
Pathologist. Nancy is a Midwest transplant (Go Blue!) who now lives happily in central CT. 
She is represented by Emma Sector of the Prospect Agency, and would love to connect with 
you on Twitter. @NancyTandon 
 
Pam Vaughan 
Pam (Icebreaker Pitch Party Coordinator) is New England’s Assistant Central Regional 
Advisor. She is also the Director of the SCBWI Whispering Pines Writers’ Retreats and a 
board member at the Writers’ Loft. She writes MG and PB -preferably on paper using her 
many colored pens. When not writing and or playing ice hockey, Pam might be off 
somewhere presenting workshops on leadership, team building, or mental toughness.  
 
Sally Wilkins 
Sally (Peer Critiques Co-Coordinator) is the Critique Group Coordinator for Northern New 
England. Sally lives on a little farm in Amherst, NH, with cows and pigs and chickens and 
turkeys and . . .grandkids. She and her husband, Tom, run the family business, a sawmill 
built in 1808. Sally’s books range from the high-school level Sports and Games in Medieval 
Cultures to the easy-reader When Jesus was Little and several Capstone science titles. Sally 
is passionate about the value of critique groups and excited to get lots more of them going 
in Northern New England. 
 
Christy Yaros 
Christy (Critiques Co-Coordinator) is New England’s Southern Assistant Regional Advisor.  
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